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Is Your Invention Inventive?  

–What Is Obvious Is Not Obvious: A Conversation with Your Patent 

Attorney 

************************************************************************************ 
Organized by Technology Transfer Center 

Date: 7 November 2018 (Wednesday) 
Time: 10:30 am – 12:00 noon 
Venue: Room 6602, 6th Floor Annex, Academic Building, HKUST (Lift 31-32) 

 
Please click the following link for registration: 

 https://ust.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3rRcF8jMXqtV909 

 

Standards for Patentability is the concern of every inventor when assessing whether an invention 

is eligible for a patent. People may have heard about usefulness, novelty and non-obviousness 

but are not sure how they work. How can inventors know whether the invention is non-obvious?   

 

You are cordially invited to the Seminar: Is Your Invention Inventive? –What Is Obvious Is Not 

Obvious: A Conversation with Your Patent Attorney hosted by the Technology Transfer Center 

(TTC). Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP, one of the University appointed patent law firms, is 

currently handling the University’s patent applications in the area of biotechnology, medical 

devices, health and life science. 
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This is an opportunity to participate in a discussion about 

 Basic legal framework of the concept of obviousness in the patent law context   

 Main considerations in assessing the obviousness question 

 Practical strategies in securing patent rights for an invention 

 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 

Dr. Chuan GAO graduated from Fudan University in Shanghai with a BS in biochemistry. She 
received her MS and PhD, both in molecular biology, from The University of Texas Graduate 
School of Biomedical Sciences in Houston, and she performed basic research at the M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. She then went to law school and received her JD from The 
University of Texas in Austin.  Eventually she took a job in San Francisco as a patent attorney and 
have been at Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP for over 16 years, with last 8 years as a partner. 
The firm is an international firm with 600+ attorneys and 19 offices worldwide. 
 

About Technology Transfer Center (TTC)  

The Technology Transfer Center (TTC) at HKUST serves as a bridge between HKUST research community 

and the business sector, identifying collaboration opportunities in the local, regional and international 

markets based on HKUST's research strengths. TTC monitors primary and emerging fields of research 

within HKUST for early recognition of commercialization potential; manages intellectual properties arising 

from HKUST research works; supports faculty and students in their endeavors to pursue university-

industry collaboration, entrepreneurship and technology commercialization.  

 

Technology Transfer Center 

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology Clear Water Bay Kowloon, Hong Kong  

Tel. No. : 2358-5897 Fax. No. : 2358-1493 E-mail: ttcac@ust.hk Website: www.ttc.ust.hk  
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